CHAPTER XI

IN an earlier work I mentioned that I belonged to the
two most criticized professions, and that a clerical
schoolmaster offers four cheeks to the smiter. This
book has equally a twofold character: there are some,
probably, who will lay it aside when the scholastic
part is ended, should they get so far: but that will be
a pity, for they can probably do more to help the
Church of England than they can to reform the
public schools.

While it has never been safe to assume that
Englishmen believed in the public school system, it
is becoming equally unsafe to assume that they
believe in the Church of England, or indeed in
religion as a whole. It must seem somewhat ridicu-
lous to find only one chapter devoted to religion,
after all those expended on education. My excuse
must be that I have already in several short books1
tried to expound my religious convictions, and do not
wish merely to repeat myself. If, conversely, I am
asked why I write of religion at all in this volume, it
is because I am continually infuriated by those who
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Fool Hath Said.